
Honors English IV - Kinder 
Summer Reading Assignment 

 
General Information: 

● Each student will need to obtain a copy of John Gardner’s Grendel. 
● The summer reading assignment is due the first day of school, at the beginning of your class 

period.  If you do not have your assignment, you will be sent to the Mrs. Chadwick to have your 
schedule changed. 

● Be prepared to take a test over the novel the first day of school. 
● WORD TO THE WISE:  I will NOT tolerate cheating.  Do your own work.  If you are caught 

plagiarizing this assignment or copying another student’s work, all involved parties will face 
disciplinary action and possible removal from the course. 

 
Directions: 

1. All answers must be typed (12-point, Times New Roman font, double spaced, standard margins). 
2. Each response must adhere to the conventions of good writing - pay attention to grammar, 

usage, mechanics and sentence structure. 
3. Responses should be written in paragraph format; some responses may require more than one 

paragraph. 
4. Clearly label each response with the number of the question. 

 
Questions: 

1. Even Grendel recognizes Hrothgar’s leadership abilities.  Explain how Hrothgar conserves his 
power and the system he develops to prevent wasteful fighting. 
 

2. Describe the dragon and his lair. 
 

3. Relate the insight the dragon gives Grendel regarding the monster’s purpose for being. 
 

4. What is the dragon’s assessment of humans’ reasoning ability?  In light of Grendel’s account of 
Hrothgar’s realm, is the dragon’s assessment accurate? 
 

5. Identify the charm the dragon puts on Grendel.  What is its purpose and ultimate outcome? 
 

6. Why is Unferth, the most carefully drawn character of all of Hrothgar’s thanes, so eager to be a 
hero?  Explain how he originally defines heroism and how his definition changes as a result of 
Grendel’s decisions. 


